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Abstract

The activities of the lady companion in the “Pathinenkeelkanakku” books are
remarkable to speak of. If we take the Agam poems of the Sangam period, it is more likely to
speak about the beauty of women with various parables than to talk about the valour of
women. Various songs say that the lady companion is the one who performs the duties of
father and mother to the heroine (Thalaivi) She protects her according to the culture and
guides her in good relations. The lady companion is seen widely in the
“Pathinenkeelkanakku’ books. Tamil poets have created such women with the mindset that
they play an important role in hospitality and that is the benefit of their birth. Even though
Tamil society understands very little about the heroic women like Velu Nachiyar,
Mangammal and Quili and poets of the Sangam period like Avvaiyar and Kakaipatiniyar,
there is much evidence that many know about the love songs and the lady companions of
Keelkanakku books. Indeed, such women are known for the two roles; one as the beloved s
friend and one as a mother. It is in her voice the poets have evinced the depth of love, the
beauty of marriage, the glory of childbirth and the lifestyle of prostitutes. A lady companion
is the one who tells the beloved’s thoughts to the hero. In Tamil society, the Lady (Thozhi)
does not directly ask the Hero (Thalaivan) to marry her, but it is the lady companion who
talks about the marriage between the beloved and the lover and even she scolds the hero.
While the beloved is saddened by the separation of the leader, the lady companion supports
her as a good friend. This study aims to investigate such beneficial friendship activities of
the lady companion.
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